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Editorial

Airspace Alternative Is Wrong Choice

A few months ago the Federd Aviation
Adminigtration came up with a tentative solu-
tion to air traffic congestion at the area's air-
ports. The Integrated Airspace Alternative (the
Alternative), the FAA claims, is a new opera-
tional concept in airgpace redesign.

The Alternative, the FAA says, “integrates
the airspace of the New York Terminal Radar
Approach Control (New York TRACON) with
portions of the arspace of surrounding Air
Route Traffic Control Centersin order to oper-
ate more seamlesdy in aconsolidated manner.”

The Alternative's initid phase “enhances

safety by reducing complexity and voice com-
munications [and] improves efficiency by
reducing delay, balances controller workload
and improves meeting system demands, among
other things.” Employing afuller gpplication of
thisAlternative would involve full airspace con-
solidation and modifications to multiple depar-
ture gates, the addition of arrival posts and addi-
tiona close-in departure procedures and would
represent a new approach to the redesign of air-
gpace from New York to Philadelphia. In Sm-
pler terms, the Alternative would, so the FAA
claims, reduce the complexity of the current air
traffic system operation in the New York area
and Philadelphia by more efficiently directing
arcraft to and from mgor arports in the two
metropolitan areas and would save an estimated
12 million minutes of delay annually for John F,
Kennedy, LaGuardia, Newark and Philade phia
Airports.

Locd reaction to the proposa was swift and
amogt universdly unfavorable.

Loudest in opposition was Rose Marie
Poveromo, president of the United Community
CivicAsxociation (UCCA). TheAlterndtive, the

plan sdlected by the FAA, “will reduce delays
for the airlines, but will most definitely add to
the suffering of community residents surround-
ing LaGuardiaby serioudy increasing noise, air
and treffic pollution.”,she tedtified at a public
hearing on April 23. (Her remarks were later
published asa L etter to the Editor inthe Gazette
of May 23))

“The FAA has abused its power,” she
charged additionaly. “Trying to mitigate the
projected additional noiseimpact after the dam-
age has been done from thisill-concelved dter-
netive is ‘smoke and mirrors, as the FAA well
knows. Any and all additional flights will cause
irreparable harm and sharply contribute to a
decline in our communities dready fragile
quality of life by increasing toxic emissonsand
noise”

Fuel being directly dumped from aircraft
thet are taking off or landing is another major
concern for Poveromo and others who do not
e the Alternative as a viable solution to the
problem posed by the airports. “Queens is the
only borough that has not one but two mgjor air-
ports dumping fuel over the homes and the res-
idents,” another area resdent at the April 23
meeting commented.“[Pilots] are dumping
thousands and thousands of gallons of fuel over
the land”, having a negative impact on areas
adjacent to the landing and departure headings
a each airport in particular and the communities
near the airportsin general.

While any community near an arport is
going to be impacted by the facility's presence,
La Guardia, epecialy, causes major problems
in Agtoria, Jackson Heights, Flushing and the
other communities that border it. The smallest
and oldest municipal airport near amgjor U.S.

city, La Guardia handled 400,000 flights in
2006 and JFK 378,000, according to the New
York Times of February 18. The dtuation is
exacerbated by the fact that on its 560 acres of
land, La Guardia has only two runways, and
those two intersect and thus cannot be used
smultaneoudy. On any given day, 75 flights per
hour are scheduled a La Guardia. In 2000,
Congress passed a law that lifted limits on traf-
fic a La Guardia and other busy airports, but
after delays reached an average of 38 minutes
for arriving flights, the federal government re-
ingtituted limits on the number of flights.

JFK and La Guardia together make their
owner, the Port Authority of New York and New
Jersey, the largest employer in Queens.
Obvioudy, losing the airports is not a viable
option for a number of reasons. After consder-
ing the possibilities put forth by the FAA, how-
ever, we find oursdves in agreement with the
opponents of the Integrated Airspace
Alternative. “Any and al additiond flights will
causeirreparable harm and sharply contributeto
a decline in our communities aready fragile
quality of life by increasing toxic emissons and
noise,” Poveromo declared at the April 23 hear-
ings. Inlight of the irrefutable evidence present-
ed by UCCA and other civic groups, much of
which is based on investigative methods using
sound scientific principles, it is apparent that the
problem of airport congestion and the noise and
pollution it generates, not to mention the threat
to human life and safety brought about by the
presence of aircraft and fuel, will not be solved
by the Integrated Airspace Alternative. We call
on the FAA to find another, viable solution, and
quickly.

St. Mary’s Fight Goes On

To The Editor:

As many of you have heard, St. Mary's Senior
Center announced that they would be closing the
end of June. This announcement came with 60
days notice and would have left many seniorsin
our community without a place to go for much
needed senior programs or meals.

Today Mayor [[Michael] Bloomberg
announced that the program will be funded for an
additional sx monthsto alow moretimetofindan
aternative location for this important and much
needed community facility in Hunters Point.

Thanks to the efforts of Assemblywoman
[Cathering] Nolan who, according to sourcesinthe
Mayor's office, “gave the Mayor's Albany staff a
lot [of] grief” over the closing, Today the center
has areprieve whilewe work on an dterndtive Site
in the community.

Cathy Nolan caled for ameeting last Thursday
and has been relentlessin her efforts to keep [the]
senior center.

Thank you, Mayor
Assemblywoman Cathy Nolan.
Joe Conley
Chairman
Community Board 2

Bloomberg and

Thanks Quinn For Trip

To The Editor:

I'm taking this opportunity to thank the officers
and managers of Quinn's Funerd Home, for the
wonderful trip organized by them to Caverton
National Cemetery on Memoria Day,

I'm sure | spesk for dl of uswho took advan-
tage of the coach ride, sandwiches, soft drinks and
beautiful flower arangements, al courtesy of
Quinn's, to visit with our loved ones interred in
Calverton,

I'm forever grateful, and once again, Thank
You.

Sincerely,
Mrs. E. Forbes
Adtoria

NAFTA=New World Order

To The Editor:

Since NAFTA (the North American Free Trade
Agreement) was passed in 1994, it has eroded the
independence of the American people and under-
mined our Congtitution. Henry Kissinger saw it as
a “credive step toward a new world order” and
“the architecture of a new internationd system”,
which, indeed, it id!

NAFTA courts or tribunas can override our
own court decisions, trashing our sovereignty and
congtitutional law system. Dozens of lawstits have
adready been filed in NAFTA courts againg the
United States and hundreds more are expected.

Do we need foreign bureaucrats forcing an
dien law system, so-caled “internationa law” on
our nation for the benefit of others and not for jus-
tice aswe understand it? Not surprisingly, NAFTA
tribunals operate under the aegis of the United
Nations, an organization that has long been hogtile
to the United States.

According to Prof. Robert Pastor of American
University, NAFTA “can be considered a kind of
draft condtitution for an emerging region”, refer-
ring to the political merger of Canada, the U.S,,
and Mexico. This formation of a North American
Union has long been a stedlth agenda of the New
World Order cabal!

We must urge our congressmen to derail this
agenda by supporting House Concurrent
Resolution 22 and House Concurrent Resolution

The Queens

daette

PUBLISHED BY THE *(J

SERVICE
ADVERTISING z
Grour INC. h‘/\
Publisher/Editor ................. Tony Barsamian
Advertising Director . . ............... Julie Wager
Production Manager ............... Denise Gallo
ArtDirector ......... ... ...l Ed Husser
General Manager .................. Vinny DuPre
Editor ... Linda Wilson
Editor Emeritus ................... John Toscano
Community Liaison .. ... Rev. Austin H. Armitstead
Assistant To The Publisher ......... Melissa Cipolla
Classified Ad Director .............. Rose Albergo
Restaurant Of The Week ............ Teresa Barile
Display Advertising Sales

For your sales rep. call

(718) 361-6161
Fax (718) 784-7552
E Mail Address
QGazette@AOL.COM

Business Office and Display Advertising
42-16 34th Avenue, L.IL.C. N.Y. 11101
(718) 361-6161
Display Advertising Copy Deadline
Friday 5 p.m.

Camera Ready Deadline Monday 4 p.m.

Editorial Copy Deadline Friday 12 noon
All items for the Queens Gazette must be
submitted in writing. Pictures cannot be
returned. The Queens Gazette reserves the
right to edit or reject any material, including
advertising, submitted for publication. Send
your news, bulletins, photos, calendar list-
ings, etc., to: The Editor, The Queens
Gazette, 42-16 34th Avenue, Astoria, NY
11101. Entire contents copyright © 2007 The
Service Advertising Group Inc. No part of the
publication may be reproduced without the
written consent of the publisher. Any copy-
right infringements will be pursued to the
fullest extent of the law. The Gazette is not
responsible for the content of any advertise-
ment nor is it responsible for opinions
expressed in this publication.

We welcome your correspondence.
Address your lettersto: The
Gazette 42-16 34th Ave,, Long
Island City, N.Y. 11101. Or EMail
us a: QGazette@AOL.com.
While you're on line check us out at
www.qgazette.com Please include
aname and addresson dll
correspondence, names will be

withheld on request.

The Queens Gazette ISSN: 1547-3538is
published weekly on Wednesday for $20
per year by Queens Gazette
Newsprinting Service Advertising
Group Inc. 42-16 34th Avenue. Long
Island City, N.Y. 11101. Periodica
postage paid at Long Idand City. POST-
MASTER: Send address changes to
Queens Gazette 42-16 34th Avenue
Long Idand City N.Y. 11101.

The Gazette is not responsible for the opin-
ions expressed in the letters or op-eds con-
tained on these pages.




