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As We Salute
the Memory of
Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr.
Let Us All…
Together…
Strive to Make
That DREAM
Come True

GEORGE ONORATO
STATE SENATOR

12th S.D.

We Celebrate The Life
…and Dreams Of This

Great American.
Martin Luther King, Jr.

• the December
25, 2006, robbery
and attempted mur-

der of 33-year-old Ja Woo Park, who was
found unconscious near the Unisphere.
Rivera and Polanco allegedly
approached Park while he was jogging
through the park at approximately 6:45
p.m. and punched, kicked and stomped
him, causing him to sustain severe head
trauma, before robbing him of cash and
the keys to his 2007 Honda van. Park,
who was only recently identified, is in a
coma and being treated at a local Queens
hospital. Rivera is additionally charged
with taking Park’s van and credit cards
and identification documents which were
in the vehicle and later setting fire to the
vehicle.

• the December 9 robbery of a 40-
year-old Asian male at the corner of
111th Street and 49th Avenue. Polanco
and Rivera allegedly approached the vic-
tim as he was walking through the park,
smoking a cigarette, at approximately
7:15 p.m. and asked him for a cigarette.
One of the defendants allegedly then hit
the victim in the head and knocked him
to the ground before stealing his money,
jewelry, cellphone and a Rolex watch,
which they allegedly sold. The victim
suffered a laceration above his right eye,
as well as bruising and swelling.

• the December 2 robbery of a 62-
year-old Hispanic male at the northeast
corner of 46th Avenue and 111th Street.

Allegedly, Rivera and Polanco, armed
with a machete, approached the victim as
he was riding his bicycle through the
park at approximately 6:30 p.m. and hit
him in the arm with the machete before
pushing him off his bike and onto the
ground and robbing him of his cellphone,
money and his medication pill case.

•  the December 2 robbery of an 18-
year-old male at the southwest corner of
46th Avenue and 111th Street. As in the
previous incident, it is alleged that
Polanco and Rivera, armed with a
machete, approached the victim at rough-
ly the same time and scraped the machete
on the ground before robbing him of his
cellphone, which they allegedly sold, and
a sum of money and fleeing.

District Attorney Brown said that the
defendants were arrested by detectives of
the New York City Police Department’s
110th Precinct Detective Squad and are
being held pending arraignment in
Queens Criminal Court in Kew Gardens.

“Residents of our community should
not have to fear being brutally attacked
or robbed by thugs whenever they enter
one of our parks.” Brown declared.
“Thanks to great police work, the alleged
attackers are now in custody. Those who
would commit such heinous crimes are
put on notice that my office will vigor-
ously prosecute cases involving attacks
on park goers to the fullest extent of the
law.”
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