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Fourth of July

fireworks. Observations throughout the
nation became even more common at the
end of the War of 1812 with Great Britain.

On June 24, 1826, Thomas Jefferson
sent a letter to Roger C. Weightman,
declining an invitation to come to
Washington, D.C., to help celebrate the
50th anniversary of the Declaration of
Independence. It was the last letter,
Jefferson, who was gravely ill, ever
wrote. In it, Jefferson says of the docu-
ment:

May it be to the world, what I believe
it will be ... the signal of arousing men to
burst the chains ... and to assume the

blessings and security of self-govern-
ment. That form, which we have substi-
tuted, restores the free right to the
unbounded exercise of reason and free-
dom of opinion. All eyes are opened, or
opening, to the rights of man. ... For our-
selves, let the annual return of this day
forever refresh our recollections of these
rights, and an undiminished devotion to
them.

In 1941, Congress declared July 4 a
legal Federal holiday. Today, communi-
ties across the nation mark this major
midsummer holiday with parades, fire-
works, picnics and the playing of the "Star
Spangled Banner" and marches by John
Philip Sousa.

1.  The flag of the United States
should be flown daily from sunrise to
sunset in good weather from public
buildings, schools, permanent  staffs, and
in or near polling places on election days.
The flag may be displayed 24 hours a day
on patriotic holidays or if properly illu-
minated.

2.  The flag should not be displayed
on days when the weather is bad,  except
when an all-weather flag is used.

3.  The flag should always be flown
on national and state holidays and on
those occasions proclaimed by the
President.  On Memorial Day the flag
should be half staffed until noon.

4.  The flag should be hoisted briskly
and lowered ceremoniously. It should
never be dipped to any person nor should
it ever be displayed with the union down,
except as a signal of dire distress.

5.  The flag should never touch any-
thing beneath it, nor should it ever be car-
ried flat or horizontally.

6.  It should never be used as wearing
apparel, bedding, drapery, or  decoration,
nor for carrying or holding anything.

7.  The flag should never be fastened,
displayed, used, or stored in such a man-
ner as to be easily torn, soiled, or dam-
aged.  It should never be used as a cover-
ing for a ceiling.

8.  The flag should not be draped over

the hood, top, sides, or back of a vehicle.
When a flag is displayed on a car, the

flag's staff should be fixed firmly to the
chassis or clamped to the right fender.

9.  The flag or its staff should never
be used for advertising purposes in any
manner whatsoever.  Nor should any pic-
ture, drawing, insignia or other decora-
tion be placed on or attached to the flag,
its staff or halyard.

10. The flag should not be embroi-
dered on cushions, handkerchiefs, or
other personal items nor printed on any-
thing designed for temporary use and dis-
carded.  However, a flag patch may be
affixed to the uniform of military person-
nel, firemen, policemen, or members of
other patriotic organizations.

11. When the flag is so worn or soiled
that it is no longer suitable for display, it
should be destroyed in a dignified man-
ner, preferably by burning.
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New Year's Day
Lincoln's Birthday
Washington's Birthday
Armed Forces Day 
Memorial Day
Flag Day
Independence Day

V-J Day
Labor Day
Thanksgiving
Veterans' Day
Pearl Harbor Day
Christmas
State Admission Day

G uidelines For 
Displaying The Flag

FLAG-FLYING HOLIDAYS


