
“I am my father’s son,”
Pavlos Tamvakis said at a
recent international confer-
ence. “Whatever I do
reflects on him.” His father
is Stefanos Tamvakis,
president of SAE. 

The young businessman
is making a positive image
in the international com-
munity. Tamvakis is a low-
key individual with a
smile. He is a humble per-
son who mingles with all
generations with ease. 

“My family comes from
Limnos,” he explained.
“This summer I plan to
visit the island for the first
time. We have lived in
Alexandria, Egypt for 100
years. I come from an
international community.
We have strong ties with
Greece. We are part of the
ancient Greek business
community that produced
the poet Cavafy. My fami-
ly has photos of famous
Greeks who lived in our
community.

“Our community is dif-
ferent from Greek
American society. In
America, the Greek immi-
grant assimilates into the
American mainstream rap-
idly. We, in Alexandria, did
not want to lose our Greek
identity and citizenship.
We have kept our Greek
language and culture
alive.” 

Throughout the Hermes
Expo, Tamvakis participat-
ed in dialogue with inter-
national businessmen. His
English is excellent, giving
the impression that he is a
part of Greek-American
society. ‘I went to college
in England,” he explained.
“In Egypt, I attended a
French school. I am fluent
in French, English, Italian
and Arabic. My city of
Alexandria was founded
by Alexander the Great. It
is Alexander’s City. Greek
is seen in the airport. The
name Alexandria is written
in Greek. Our language is
admired by the Arab com-
munity. Currently, in
Alexandria’s harbor, exca-

vations on antiquities are
taking place. Most of the
diving operations are
accomplished by Greek
divers from Greece.”

Tamvakis revealed that
he had a normal childhood,
playing with other children
of the European business
community. “My father
visited Aristotle Onassis’
ship, the Christina, as a
child. In 1956, when
Nasser nationalized private
industry, the majority of
Europeans left. Our factory
had its equipment seized.
My grandfather was
involved in a bakery. He
had to start from the begin-
ning, manually baking
products without machin-
ery. We were allowed to
stay and keep our business
because of our assistance
to the British Armed
Forces during W.W. II. Our
factory of food products
began in 1905.”          

Communicating with

Pavlos Tamvakis gave an
insight into the Greek-
Egyptian community of
2007. His community is
totally different from the
Greek community in
America. They maintain
strong Greek roots and
membership in SAE.
Pavlos Tamvakis said
farewell to all by quoting
his father: “Inside of us is
an Odysseus hiding.” 

Visit the following
l i n k s :
www.tradekey.com/pro-
file_view/uid/685387/Med
i z o n e -
Pharmaceu t i ca l s .h tm,
Pavlos Tamvakis, repre-
sentative of Medizone
P h a r m a c e u t i c a l s ;
www.stgeorgesegypt.com/
t h e _ c o m p a n y . h t m ,
Tamvakis’ family business
in Alexandria, Egypt, or
www.saeworld.org, The
World Council of Hellenes
Abroad (SAE) Web site.

—Catherine Tsounis

Garden School
EXCELLENCE IN EDUCATION

33-16 79th Street,Jackson Heights, NY 11372

(718) 335-6363
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• Nursery – Grade 12
• Nursery Program from age 2
• College preparatory & co-ed
• College counseling program

beginning in 9th Grade
• Full sports program
• Gymnasium and playground
• Computer and science labs,

dance studio and arts center
• Affordable tuition and

flexible payment plans
• English Language Academy
• Independent and accredited

by Middle States
Recent Garden graduates have attended

Boston University, Cornell, CUNY,
Dartmouth, Emory, Fordham, Ithaca,

NYU, University of Pennsylvania,
Skidmore, SUNY and Tufts

PROGRAM
Ages 18 Months to 13 Years

July 2nd –
August 24th
F.A.S.T. Program

Fine Arts, Academics,
Sports & Theatre

Average Class Size: 13    Student–Teacher Ratio: 11:1
College Counseling Ratio: 25:1
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