
al charter, pri-
vate and parochial
schools will occur,

with available money for education going
to these types of schools,” Lafayette said.
“This would explain why he has been in no
hurry to find and locate properties for the
construction for new public schools.”

However, this appears not to take into
account the mayor’s major plans to build
new or renovate old schools which is in the
process of going forward now with billions
of dollars Bloomberg received for this pur-
pose in this year’s state budget.

Still on the subject of charter schools,
which the mayor advocates, Lafayette said
the mayor has continually clamored for
more charter schools. “Parents will be
forced to send their children to charter
schools because the mayor and his repre-
sentatives are implying that they will get a
better quality education there,” Lafayette
said.

Lafayette disputes a Bloomberg claim
that he created 100 new schools, holding
that the mayor fails to say that often one
school is built then is broken down into
four other smaller schools, one of which is
a charter school.

The mayor also uses money from foun-
dations established to build schools to
meet broad educational needs, Lafayette
claims, but diverts the funds “to private
schools, charter schools and lastly public
schools”.

Lafayette says he sees another
Bloomberg initiative on the horizon which
will further weaken the public school sys-
tem—a plan to implement full day pre-
kindergarten instead of half-day pre K, and

to start schooling for three-year-olds.
The mayor’s plan, Lafayette fears, will

double the number of seats needed to
accommodate those categories, leading
eventually to further overcrowding.
“Where is the space for these new seats
going to come from?” Lafayette asked.

In contrast, the veteran lawmaker said,
the mayor recently cited a study claiming
there would be a reduction in the number
of seats needed for new schools.

Lafayette scoffed at the study, saying it
was done by a group based in Bethesda,
Maryland and, it is believed, did not take
into account the enormous amount of new
residential construction going on in
Queens, Brooklyn and The Bronx.

Lafayette also criticized the DOE for
instituting a practice of first hiring con-
tractors through a private non-profit cor-
poration, the Fund for Public Schools,
which collects donations for the school
system and is controlled by DOE
Chancellor Joel Klein.

“The department then awards the con-
tract at taxpayer expense without seeking
bids,” Lafayette said. “In fact, hundreds of
millions of dollars in contracts have been
awarded without bidding.”

Lafayette pointed out that the school
system, controlled by the mayor, is not
subject to city rules that require competi-
tive bidding, unlike the Police or
Sanitation Departments.

Lafayette said that despite claims by
Bloomberg that the city has not received
sufficient education aid from the state and
funds to build new schools, that is not the
case.

The lawmaker said the Assembly has

fought for and achieved record increases in
school aid for New York City, so much so
that it has resulted in late budgets.

As for school construction funding aid,
Lafayette said, in 2005, it was the
Assembly that pushed for and achieved
changes to the building aid and formula
cost allowance calculation for New York
City that was also retroactive to July 1,
2004.

“The city either wasn’t aware of this or
just did not acknowledge this huge, addition-
al funding source,” Lafayette stated. “This
change in the building aid formula will result
in at least $5 billion more for New York City
schools over the next five years if the city
proceeds with its own $13 billion capital
plan.”

Further advancing his argument that
Bloomberg has not moved quickly enough, if
at all, to secure school construction funding,
Lafayette pointed out: “Two years have now
gone by since capital funding has been made
available and New York City has not really
even started the process of utilizing this
funding to help relieve the overcrowding.

“It was also unfortunate that the mayor,
unaware of new capital money available to
him, stopped all capital repairs for three
months, affecting the health and safety of
many students and faculty. This includes fix-
ing wiring, plumbing and heating, generally
worsening conditions in existing schools.”

Lafayette concluded, “We can do better.
The public should have all of the information
about what has happened under this current
administration’s failure to do what is
required to give our children a sound educa-
tion.”

Calls to Mayor Bloomberg’s office and
the Department of Education for comment
on Lafayette’s assertions had not been
returned yesterday by the time the Gazette
went to press.

Schools...
From page 1 

MetroCard
Bus/Van Coming

To Queens
MetroCard buses and vans will make sched-

uled stops in Queens during the month of
December.

Senior citizens and persons with disabilities
may apply for the Reduced Fare MetroCard on
MetroCard buses or may obtain an application
from MetroCard vans. Seniors must present
photo identification proving that they are at least
65 years old.

Persons with disabilities must have a valid
U.S. Medicare Card (Red, White and Blue)
along with a valid federal/state issued photo
identification card in order to be immediately
processed. Disabled persons without Medicare
cards must ensure that their doctors complete the
physician’s section of the application. After a
review process, permanent Reduced Fare
MetroCards are mailed to qualified applicants.

Anyone can add value to a MetroCard or
purchase pre-encoded MetroCards, including
daily, weekly and monthly unlimited-ride passes.
In addition, staff is available to answer any
MetroCard-related questions.

For more information or to find out other
locations with scheduled MetroCard bus/van
visits, visit www.mta.info or call (212) METRO-
CARD.
•Dec. 13 8:30 to 10:30 a.m.

73rd Ave. & Bell Blvd.
•Dec. 13 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

Glen Oaks Shopping Center
Union Tpke.
Near 260th St.

•Dec. 14 10 to noon
45-25 47th St.
between Greenpoint
& 47th Aves.

•Dec. 14 1 to 3 p.m.
Grand Ave. & 69th St.

•Dec. 15 8 to 11 a.m.
Main Street & Roosevelt Ave.

•Dec. 15 12:30 to 1:30 p.m.
Queens Center for Progress
81-15 164th St.,
off Goethals Ave.

•Dec. 15 1:30 to 2:30 p.m.
Roy Reuther Houses
711 A-B Seagirt Ave.

•Dec. 18 9:30 to 11:30 a.m.
71st (Continental) Ave.
& Queens Blvd.

•Dec. 18 12:30 to 2:30 p.m.
Mall (Marshalls & Sears)
Queens Blvd. & 63rd Rd.

•Dec. 19 10 a.m. to noon
Theodora G. Jackson
Adult Center
92-47 165th St.

•Dec. 19 1 to 3 p.m.
North Shore Towers
272-40 Grand Central Pkwy

•Dec. 22 10 to 11:30 a.m.
Bayside Senior Center
221-15 Horace Harding
Expressway

•Dec. 26 10 a.m. to noon
Queens Borough Pres. Office
120-55 Queens Blvd.

•Dec. 27 9 to 10:30 a.m.
Clearview Assistance Program
of Clearview Gardens
163-59 17th Ave. at 166th St.

Lafayette, above, says he sees another
Bloomberg initiative on the horizon
which will further weaken the public
school system—a plan to implement
full day pre-kindergarten instead of
half-day pre K, and to start schooling
for three-year-olds.
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LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of
Amityville Ketcham, LLC. Arts.
of Org. filed with NY Dept. of
State on 11/16/06. Office loca-
tion: Queens County. Secy. of
State designated as agent of
LLC upon whom process
against it may be served. Secy.
of State shall mail process to:
c/o MetroCapital Holdings,
LLC, 39-11 Main St., Flushing,
NY 11354, principal business
address of the LLC. Purpose:
any lawful activity. 6X 1/17/07
QG

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of East
Coast Realty Partners LLC.
Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. of
State of NY (SSNY) on
8/17/05. Office location:
Queens County. SSNY desig-
nated as agent of LLC upon
whom process against it may
be served. SSNY shall mail
process to: 109-05 72nd Rd.,
Forest Hills, NY 11375.
Purpose: any lawful activity. 6X
1/17/07 QG

LEGAL NOTICE
Name of LLC: Linden Blvd 300
LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with NY
Dept. of State on 11/22/06.
Office location: Queens
County. Secy. of State desig-
nated as agent of LLC upon
whom process against it may
be served. Secy. of State shall
mail process to: 108-18

Queens Blvd., Forest Hills, NY
11375, principal business
address of the LLC. Purpose:
any lawful act. 6X 1/17/07 QG

LEGAL NOTICE
Name of LLC: Clarkson 135
LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with NY
Dept. of State on 11/17/06.
Office location: Queens
County. Secy. of State desig-
nated as agent of LLC upon
whom process against it may
be served. Secy. of State shall
mail process to: 108-18
Queens Blvd., Forest Hills, NY
11375, principal business
address of the LLC. Purpose:
any lawful act. 6X 1/17/07 QG

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of Allegro
Business Development LLC
Arts. of Org. filed with NY Secy.
Of State (SSNY) on 11/27/06
Office location: Queens
County. SSNY is designated as
agent of LLC upon whom
process against it may be
served. SSNY shall mail
process to: 31-24 30 St.,
Astoria, NY 11106. Purpose:
any lawful activity. 6X 1/17/07
QG

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation of 1916
OCEAN AVENUE, L.L.C. a
NYS LLC. Formation filed with
SSNY on 07/26/06. Off. Loc.:
Queens Co. SSNY designated
as agt. of LLC, upon whom
process may be served. SSNY

shall mail copy of process to:
William Lee Ang, 3327 29
Street, 2nd Fl, Long Island City,
NY 11106. Purpose: Any Lawful
purposes. 6X 1/17/07 QG

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of Cervera
Holdings LLC Arts. of Org. filed
with NY Secy. Of State (SSNY)
on 10/31/06 Office location:
Queens County. SSNY is des-
ignated as agent of LLC upon
whom process against it may
be served. SSNY shall mail
process to: 64-20 Admiral Ave.,
Middle Village, NY 11379.
Purpose: any lawful activity. 6X
1/17/07 QG

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that an
Order entered by the Civil
Court, Queens County on the
22 day of November, 2006,
bearing Index Number N-
500703/06, a copy of which
may be examined at the Office
of the Clerk, located at 89-17
Sutphin Blvd., Jamaica, NY in
room 357, grants me the right
to Assume the name of
Carmen Paulina-Raven Haber.
My present name is Carmen
Haber aka Carmen Paulina
Haber. My present address is
31-35 Crescent Street, 7F,
Astoria, NY 11106. My place of
birth is Manhattan. My date of
birth is 6/3/63. 1X 12/13/06 QG

LEGAL/PROFESSIONAL


