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(718) 205-0288

From All of Us to All of You
A Healthy and

Happy Thanksgiving

61-11 Queens Blvd.
Woodside

EXTENDED CARE FACILITY

Queens Boulevard

T here has been a long build-up
about HANAC’s senior home, to
be constructed on Hoyt Avenue at
29th Street, beside the exit from

the Triborough Bridge. The home’s con-
stant spokesman, John Kaiteris of
HANAC, told the meeting the latest news.
The public parking lot that is to make way
for the home will be closed in late
December, he said, at which time the
Department of Transportation will remove
10 parking meters from nearby streets as
partial, and temporary, compensation for
the loss of the parking lot. Kaiteris
described the proposed 15-story, 184-unit
structure that includes an atrium and a new,

two-level garage that will have 69 spaces
for the local community. Everyone
involved hopes to see it completed by the
autumn of 2008. Delis said that more than
4,000 applications for residency have been
submitted to date. 

Jack Brucculeri, vice president of the
Steinway Industrial Park Association, had
an interesting morning. He announced he
was donating $1,200 to the Salvation Army
when Captain Angelo Bermeo made his
announcement about the SA’s forthcoming
holiday season. He also spoke about what
he perceives as the problem SIPA is having
with the Department of Environmental
Protection and its Bowery Bay waste treat-

ment plant on Berrian Boulevard, near the
body of water that gives the plant its name.
Brucculeri said he is proud of the progress
the area, bounded by Berrian Boulevard,
19th Avenue, 37th Street and Hazen Street,
has made since the late 1970s, when by his
account it was in shabby condition. He is
currently anxious that it is returning to that
state because of actions taken by power
plant operators, contractors and the EPA
that works closely with them. He said that
despite the fact the power plant at
Steinway Street and Berrian Boulevard has
a lot of unused parking space in the area,
contractors believe it is necessary to, in his
words, “occupy several parts of the street”.
Berrian Boulevard, bookended by the
power plant at Steinway Street and the
Bowery Bay waste treatment plant four
blocks away, was seized and much of it
fenced off from traffic. He said the DEP
and the contractors should not only relin-
quish that territory but also restore it.

Responding to that complaint was John
P. Leonforte of the DEP bureau of environ-
mental engineering. He said the Bowery
Bay treatment plant, one of three treatment
plants in Queens (14 altogether in the city),
was opened in 1940. Sixty years later, in
December 2000, its most recent upgrade
was begun and continues to this day. There
have been unrealized completion dates and
one contractor’s bankruptcy, he admitted;
the current promise is to have the upgrad-
ing finished by next summer. That and
other projects are the reason to take up so
much space in the industrial neighborhood,

he said. Leonforte had the aid of two DEP
engineers, Matthew Osit and Dennis
Rizzo. The three said that when their work
is done, they would restore what they have
disrupted and depart. Brucceleri replied
that the trees they pulled up had trunks
about 10 inches in diameter, while the
replacement trees would probably be only
four inches in diameter, and eight years
would have to pass before they grew to the
larger size. He also remembered a vile odor
that came from the Bowery Bay plant and
afflicted the vicinity this past summer
(before the power outage, fortunately).
Delis interrupted to explain that a boiler
had fallen into disrepair at the plant, with
consequent stench. Delis also took the time
to praise Brucculeri for the effort he and
SIPA made at the turn of the century,
repulsing the bid by the Metropolitan
Transportation Authority and the city to
extend the N train line from its terminus at
31st Street and Ditmars Boulevard to La
Guardia Airport. (Brucculeri said that SIPA
spent $95,000 opposing the extension.)
Delis’s tribute was exploded when Rose
Marie Poveromo, board member and head
of the United Community and Civic
Association (UCCA), protested that many
other groups besides SIPA (UCCA, for
instance) had rallied to stop that project.
George Stamatiades, CB 1 vice chairman,
joined Poveromo in making the history les-
son loud and clear to Delis.

Stamatiades’ chief protest, however,

Board 1 Cabinet Hears  
Senior Residence Details

BY THOMAS COGAN
A crowd that included Community Board 1 members, guests and

spectators assembled at the Kaufman Studio Café, formerly the
Kaufman Astoria Studios commissary on 36th Street near 35th
Avenue, where each month’s Board 1 district cabinet meeting is held,
became orderly under the steely gaze of District Manager George Delis
and heard news about the home for the aged that is to be built in
Astoria and also confrontation between the Steinway Industrial Park
Association and the Department of Environmental Protection about a
waste treatment plant. This month, rising gorge and raised voices also
transpired because of a certain street that authorities have made one-
way. Apart from that, a parade of persons with worthy causes
addressed the board and attendees.

See page 27


