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You might not be able to do everything at once,
you can however do it all in one place.
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Monserrate Announces Funds
To Combat Domestic Violence

BY JOHN TOSCANO

Targeting domestic violence in the
growing immigrant communities in
Queens, City Councilmember Hiram
Monserrate secured $100,000 for grants to
two local organizations.

The grants, $50,000 each, went to the
Urban Justice Domestic Violence Project
and Latin Women in Action. Both are
involved in the issue in Northwest
Queens. The funds came from a $4 mil-
lion grant for fighting domestic violence
citywide which the council proposed and
approved in the 2006-07 city budget.

Joining with survivors of domestic vio-
lence and local domestic violence preven-
tion groups to announce the grants,
Monserrate (D—Corona) stated: “Today
we begin the countdown to the end of
domestic violence in our families and
communities. I am proud to stand united
with our community leaders and service
providers in a coordinated campaign to
target our resources how and where
women need them most.

“By working with our local libraries
schools and cultural groups, we ensure
that all women have access to the support
they need in a safe, trusted environment.”

Monserrate noted that the city council-
supported Domestic Violence and
Empowerment (DOVE) initiative was cre-
ated to target services to high-incidence
areas and empower the most vulnerable
communities by strengthening neighbor-
hood-based services and developing com-
munity-appropriate solutions, “which is
especially important in a diverse city
where victims can face specific barriers to
service, such as foreign-born survivors of
domestic violence who may have lan-
guage barriers or concerns about immigra-
tion status,” Monserrate said.

Monserrate explained that Latin
Women in Action and the Urban Justice
Domestic Violence Project work with
many local cultural organizations in com-
munities known for diversity such as
Corona, East Elmhurst, ElImhurst, Jackson
Heights, Lefrak City and Woodside.
These areas contain many community-
based non-profit groups that provide cul-
turally-relevant and multilingual services
to immigrants and families from Central
and Latin America and East and South
Asia.

Both groups, he said, are involved in
establishing referral networks through
existing and non-threatening public and
civic organizations that women already
frequent, such as libraries and schools.

“By working with our local libraries,
schools and cultural groups, we ensure
that all women have access to the sup-
port they need in a safe, trusted envi-
ronment.”

The programs will then provide direct
education and support through local and
easily accessible forums on how to pre-
vent and end domestic violence.

Monserrate said the city Department of
Health and Mental Hygiene (DOHMH)
have said domestic violence accounted for
about 30 percent of all homicides among
New York City women and that the city
Domestic Violence Hotline has received
an average of about 400 calls a day.

Further attesting to the seriousness of
the domestic violence problems,
Monserrate said, are specific factors cited
by experts, such as economic vulnerabili-
ty, immigration status, social isolation and
language barriers which prevent the most
vulnerable groups from receiving critical
domestic violence services, reporting
abuse or seeking police protection.
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American Software Technologies Offers
Training at no cost through Government Funding:

Information Technology Courses
= Software Testing Winrunner/QTP, TestDirector
< Software Development using VB.NET
and ASPNET
* A+Pc Technician, MCSE (Microsoft Certified
System Administrator), CCNA (Cisco Certified
Network Associate)

Office Administration Courses
« Office Secretary
« Legal Secretary
» Medical Secretary, Medical Biller

» Computerized Accounting using
Quickbooks, Peachtree and Payroll

Call American Software Technologies at 718.445.4800 x103



