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Recreation are
available at various

recreation centers, some of which also
have summer camp programs. There is
also a new free citywide fitness walking
program for people of all ages called
“Step Out New York” in Astoria Park. For
information go to www.nyc.gov/parks.

In a second presentation to the bor-
ough cabinet, Kerry Gould, deputy policy
advisor for the city Department of
Transportation (DOT) Division of
External Affairs, said the contract with a
private company that will put 3,500 new
bus stop shelters, 330 newsstands and 20
automatic public toilets on city streets is
almost completed.

Cemusa, a Spanish street furniture
company with worldwide credentials,
will invest more than $100 million to
replace and add to the city’s existing
street furniture inventory over a 20-year
term. For example, in the first year, 650
new bus stops, 110 newsstands and 10
automatic public toilets will be installed.
Cemusa will also be responsible for

ongoing cleaning and maintenance of
structures they install. The automatic
public toilets will cost 25¢ to enter, which
will give a user 15 minutes to complete
their business before the door automati-
cally reopens. The self-cleaning bath-
rooms will not be open at night.

The City of New York is guaranteed a
minimum compensation of $1 billion in
cash and a 50 percent share of revenues
from advertising, Twenty two and a half
percent of the advertising will be reserved
for public service announcements, pro-
motion of city events and agency  or mar-
keting initiatives. The DOT will make a
final presentation to the city Art
Commission on June 28 and then will
work on finalizing the placement of bus
stops, newsstands and automatic public
toilets for the first year of the 20-year
contract with Cemusa. The DOT will also
conduct a  community outreach effort this
summer concerning the initial placement
of automatic public toilets. “We want
public toilets in communities where [the
prospective users] want them,” Gould
said.
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Marathon Bank
was Senior Vice
President Nick

Tavantzis. “Marathon Bank is honored to
receive this award,” Tavantzis said. “We
join the Greek community in this wonder-
ful effort to raise funds for children with
cancer. Marathon Bank‘s primary goal is
to assist our community by building strong
business relationships with philanthropic
and benevolent organizations such as the
Greek Children’s Fund.”

The law firm of Latos, Latos &
DiPippo was instrumental in providing
volunteer assistance to the GCF during
prior telethon fundraisers, offering their
law firm’s facilities as a base for contribu-
tors calling in to place donations towards
the organization. Attorney Andrew Latos
expressed his admiration for the organiza-
tion’s mission. ”It is truly an honor to be a
part of this great event,” Latos said. “Our
efforts to make a difference and to ease a

child’s pain should be a priority in all of
us. I commend the GCF for their efforts
and for their accomplishments.”

The Greek Children’s Fund organiza-
tion wishes to extend heartfelt thanks to
the New York Mets, who have graciously
supported the organization and its efforts
to raise money for cancer patients. As one
of the first, nonprofit, philanthropic organ-
izations of its kind in the Greek–American
community in the United States, the GCF
assists an average of more than 200 pedi-
atric patients and their families every year.
The driving force behind the growth and
development of this dynamic organization
has been the efforts of its dedicated volun-
teers and the financial support of the
Greek–American community. Since its
inception in 1983, the GCF has estab-
lished strong ties with philanthropic and
private organizations and businesses in the
tri-state area that provide the GCF with
invaluable assistance in its fundraising
efforts. For more information or to volun-
teer, contact Sam Matthews at 201-907-
5090 and make a difference in a child’s
life.

Marathon Bank Senior Vice President Nick Tavantzis holds the award presented
to his organization by the Greek Children’s Fund during Greek Night ceremonies
at Shea Stadium.

Assemblymember Michael Gianaris (l.), who received a Mets Spirit Award from
the Greek Children’s Fund during Greek Night ceremonies at Shea Stadium June
16, is congratulated by Mayor Michael Bloomberg.

The scoreboard at Shea Stadium proclaims “Greek Night”.
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The Gazette Wishes
Everyone A Safe And
Happy 4th of July

USTA Tryouts June 29
The United States Tennis Association (USTA) is holding ballperson tryouts for the

2006 US Open at the USTA National Tennis Center in Flushing, Thursday, June 29 at
4 p.m. Registration begins at 3 p.m. The tryouts are open to anyone 14-years
or older. If under the age of 18 they must have valid New York state working papers in
order to work at the US Open. For more information, contact the USTA
National Tennis Center at 718-760-6200.

Prospective candidates will be evaluated on their running, throwing and catching
skills. There are two different positions requiring either quickness and hand-eye coor-
dination (net position) or a strong throwing arm (backcourt). 

The US Open is the only grand slam tournament that requires the ball to be thrown
across the full length of the court rather than roll it along the sidelines. 

The USTA is the national governing body for the sport of tennis in the United States
and the leader in promoting and developing the growth of tennis at every level—from
local communities to the highest level of the professional game. It owns and operates
the US Open, the largest annually attended sporting event in the world, and launched
the US Open Series linking 10 summer tournaments to the US Open. In addition, it
owns the 94 Pro Circuit events throughout the U.S., and selects the teams for the Davis
Cup, Fed Cup, Olympic and Paralympic Games. A not-for-profit organization with
665,000 members, it invests 100 percent of its proceeds in growing the game. For more
information on the USTA, go to usta.com.

The 2006 US Open will be held Monday, August 28 through Sunday, September 10.
Tickets for the 2006 US Open and Arthur Ashe Kids’ Day can be purchased at:
www.usopen.org; Ticketmaster at 1-866-OPEN-TIX; at Ticketmaster outlets, or at the
USTA National Tennis Center box office.


