OK Emergency Coverage For Seniors Without Medicare Part D

The new Medicare Part D prescription
drug subsidy program, which got off to a
shaky start, continued to make news last
week ranging from emergency protection for
the elderly and disabled who have not yet
been able to get into the program to calls that
the system be scrapped, a proposal made by
United States Senator Hillary Rodham
Clinton.
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In between, it was reported from
Washington that, because seniors are choos-
ing plans with lower premiums, the federal
government’s cost of administering the pro-
gram may be 20 percent less in its first year.

The emergency coverage is provided in a
bill passed by both the Assembly and senate
last week in Albany.

The bill, which is awaiting Governor
George Pataki’s signature, would ensure that
Medicaid coverage for prescriptions would
continue to be provided to eligible individu-
als under Medicare Part D and Medicaid,
according to state Senator Frank Padavan
(R—C, Bellerose).

The emergency coverage would continue

until the state’s health commissioner certifies
that operational problems associated with the
new program are resolved, Padavan said.

The lawmaker said that the new federal
drug subsidy program, which started January
1, was beset with many problems that left
thousands of seniors scrambling to get their
required medications.

“The concern is that hundreds of thou-
sands of New Yorkers will be left without
prescription drug coverage,” Padavan stated.
“This is a health care crisis of grave con-
cern.”

According to Assemblymember Ivan
Lafayette (D—Jackson Heights), 600,000 sen-
iors in the state were placed at risk when the
new Medicare Part D program started.

Those 600,000 people are on Medicaid,
which provides prescription drug coverage,
and were to have been switched to Medicare
which, in the future, would provide the drug
coverage.

But bureaucratic foulups kept many from
being switched to Medicare and some whose
coverage was changed to Medicare ran into
complications from the insurance companies
whose plans they were enrolled in. The com-
panies raised questions about eligibility and
refused to authorize pharmacists to fill pre-
scriptions. However, in many cases the drug-
gists filled the prescriptions anyway, realiz-
ing that without them, seniors’ health and
even their lives could be placed in jeopardy if
they were cut off from their medication for
any time.
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CLINTON’S SOLUTION: Last
Thursday Clinton, speaking at a Senate
Health Committee hearing in Washington,
reviewed the major problems encountered as
the new Part D program got underway and
demanded that it be scrapped. The lawmaker
didn’t say what would replace it.

Senator Rick Santorum, a conservative
Republican from Pennsylvania, responded
that the suggestion was “beyond the dignity”
of the Senate. Clinton shot back: “I think the
Congress should worry less about its dignity
and more about the health care of the peo-
ple.”

Also during the committee hearing, Mark
McClellan, who runs the Part D program as
well as Medicare and Medicaid in the Bush
Administration, announced that a temporary
coverage program for seniors having prob-
lems getting their medications was being
extended 60 days.

Addressing the program’s shaky start,
McClellan said, “A change this big in a short
period of time is bound to have some prob-
lems.”

COSTS DROP: Also last Thursday,
McClellan reported, “People are tending to
sign up for less expensive plans.” The gov-
ernment’s cost for the program this year con-
sequently will be 20 percent less than esti-
mated, saving the government $7.6 billion.

Officials said that the program premiums
to be paid by each member, first predicted to
average about $37 a month, are actually
coming out to $25 a month.

Insurers are offering a number of different
plans to seniors, as many as 40 in every state.
Many seniors have been able to choose the
ones with the least expensive premiums. On
the other hand, so many programs made
choosing the best program for themselves
difficult for seniors.

Floral Park Man Needs

Liver Transplant Donor

Our Lady of the Snows R.C. Church in
Floral Park asks the help of the public in locat-
ing a transplant needed for one of their parish-
ioners.

Joseph Checola, a married man and father of
three is on a liver transplant waiting list at New
York University Medical Center NYUMC). His
family and friends would like to increase his
chance of survival.

Organ donation can be accomplished in one
of two ways, through voluntary organ donation
of a person who has died, or through a living
donor. Checola’s blood is Type O. If a volun-
teer’s blood type matches, the hospital would
then conduct an extensive interview and run
more sophisticated blood tests to confirm if there
was a perfect match.

Anyone willing to be tested should contact
Louis Luciani at 718-470-1695, or Jerry Pelan at
718-470-0560.

For more information on organ donation,
including being a living donor, visit the United
Network for Organ Sharing (UNOS) at
www.transplantliving.org.
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NYC Department of Youth and Community Development
and
NYC Human Resource Administration— HEAP Program

WANT YOU TO KNOW ABOUT
THE HOME ENERGY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM (HEAP)
HEAP IS FOR LOW-INCOME HOMEOWNERS AND RENTERS AND MAY HELP

YOU PAY FORYOUR ENERGY BILL. HEAP MAY ASSIST YOU, EVEN
IF YOUR HEAT AND UTILITIES BILLS ARE INCLUDED IN YOUR RENT.

ARE YOU ELIGIBLE FOR THIS PROGRAM?

You may be eligible if:

Your income is below certain federal guidelines;
You receive temporary assistance such as, Safety Net

or Family Assistance;
You receive food stamps; or

You receive Supplemental Security Income (SSlI).

You may be eligible for HEAP benefits even if you have
money in the bank, stocks, bonds, or other resources.

WHERE CAN YOU APPLY FOR HEAP?

Manhattan
NYC HRA-HEAP
330 West 34th Street, 2nd Floor
New York, New York 10001

Brooklyn
NYC HRA-HEAP
98 Flatbush Avenue
Brooklyn, New York 11201

Staten Island
NYC HRA-HEAP
10 Richmond Terrace, 4th Floor
Staten Island, New York 10301

Call 311 for

The Bronx
NYC HRA-HEAP
1932 Arthur Avenue
Bronx, New York 10457

Queens
NYC HRA-HEAP
33-28 Northern Boulevard, Mezzanine
Long Island City, New York 11101
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additional assistance






